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Poulin and the business of art

When he muved 1o Sudbury four and a
half years apo, he was rold by outsiders
thad hie wiould starve. Bul Bemnic Poulin has
bean langing arcdand ever since, and
couldn't be happier about his adopred
heme,

Hermie Foulin is one of Sudbury's most
guccessiul and widely suld anisis. His
versatility Ras enabled him 1o not only
achieve suceess in his profession but also
in & city riat is just beginalng Lo appreciate
ar! in a big way,

Bur vorsatility and taleal are nol the anly
gquitlificationg  necessary. 1o become 2
successiol ariist, whether it be in Sudbury
or elsewhere,

AN artist makes irin Sudbury the same
as he makes it anywhere, " says Bernie.
AR 1% 2 bwusiness. The lnk between
business aod arl Nas delerdcraled over {he
years, Bor now we are coming back to the
idea that fine drr fils In well with nof only
advertising but business o genetal. An
artisl can painl in any sivle, but there are
tarce things lo consider if you want t be
suceessful: 1) omly the best of your work ds
offcred to e public (you junk (e resil. 2)
Yoo musk haye enormaus respedt for your
clienis, J) & wyou are oot & gond
businessrean. yiu'd better find one who

Business sechniques don't ofien cure
easy o an artist. Bertiie admils. Bor in
arder o make a living & the sale of his
work, it was necessary to learn the art of
selling, peamedion,  public telsions and
basic officc procedurc, i

It has also Deen necessary for him o
engape teo agents. ong of whom is located
in Coloradb and services the United Slales
marker. He hay also foond the need o hive
an accountant dnd bookkesper. And he
admils, having g wife with “errific

business sense’’ sumetimes pulls the

whinle thing wopather,

Alliough - Bermis  way  successtul  in
Ottawn preiot 1o coming Lo Sudbury, there
are styeral reasons wihy his name has
eontinued pndavnnied sinee his ermival, The
firel, 45 Wis work. His easdy recophizabbe
pencil drawings of children have found
their way inm Sudbuly’s heart wvia book
covers, postels, and reproductions sold in
sl shisps.

Over the past iwo vears there has been
un inerease in o copuercial work and the
number of portrads eommissisned, e
tew Sudbury centennial calendar feaures
Aboof his deawitigs relaling 5o the city's
Tiistory arid his collection of Mig carrcons in
buetk forme is available thiroughowt the city,

Bernie's work: will be on display
Gallepie Gauthier foom Moy, 26 10 Diec. 16
The show will feature about 50 weorks of

BREE

art, half of which will be offered =i the
public fur sale. The remaining hall are
works which were comimissioned and are
fior display pucposes only.

Bernie bewan painting 23 years ago. Al
the age of 14, he decided 1o atiend 4
private school, whic he had to fmance
himself,

“1 didn't know much about business ac
I4 - but my faher did. He just fold me
flarly that the paintings voder 1he coucl),
under The bed, bebind the chairs, under
the counter #nd evervwhere else had 1 g,
Su it was gither they went out in the
garbage or | wenl ol and peddied rhem, ™

And peddle them he did, He Hoally
fonnd a srore in bis Homelown of Windsar,
Famuus  Furnijure, whos¢ owrer was
wilbng fo temove the stare's cheap
reproductions friom sheir frames aod haig
Bernie's work instead. 3

"1 g, maybe, $25for each painting and
lie iy Tigve sold fhem fur 3200 cach. Bur
we had & muaiial agreemenl and 1 was
Sutisficd.”’

Bernie  Pouolin pur  himsclf  through
{egeher's college by utilizing his ralents
aud for 16 years was empluyed as a special
educatinn teacher for emorionally disturb-
ed children dn  psyolugiric  iredlmeTn
cemrres, From this period, he admis.
coines the instght inte children, which is
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