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Letters to the Editor

Bancroft Home reassessed

To The Editor,

The Bancroft Drive
Boys' Home - sitoation,
though probably old
news, is certainly nol om
¢l the minds of concern-
ed individuals. i would
have been ecazier and
much more emotional for
me tovent inner feelings
right afier the oDews
coverage which announ-
ced the demise of the
Home's services. [ pre-
ferred to stifle my anger
and to lake the time w

this letter.

Before one can under-
stand  the whys and
wherefores of the Boys’
Home situation, one has
i make hedds or tails
out of the trends which

come and go in psychol--

ogy aad  social  work
fields. These professions
determine  strongly  (he
guiceess or failure  of
oeatment and/or pre-
vention facilitics.

One must alzs realize
the dichotomy between

compose both myselfand | the “consistoncy’’ ap-

proach, which is general-
ly preached, and  the
inconsistent practices cv-
ident in the evervday
functioning of children’s
SErviers.

The Bancrofi  Drive
Boys' Home failedd for
many reasons (including
lack  of communicalion
and funds). Many recs.
ons for the fallure of such
services will ot openly
be discussed with the
public because this will
mean open debate om the

fact that our ** tools of the

trade and present prac-
tHees' are ofien ool
adequate to handle such
problem. areas.
Besearch, documented
i various papers, often
points out that profess-
ional services aren't as
successful as the public
would think, or as ihe
professionals are wont to
adimil, Svme siudies ey-
en declare ithat we do
atere harm than good.
{ om aware that it s
net enouph to complain
See Pupe 8

...our kids need a permanent home

" and parent

¥ i lethargy, delinguency, and cities, ele.)
i iy Pﬁg&‘: i E:mﬁg? :’F btﬂtbidmsf; emotional p’]‘{)h]gmﬁ and .I'Ju.}' whaol= Euncepf1?f
tr{e;:nﬂ D}hﬂ;gl-}ﬂ. 3 II:.IS; Bancroft Drive  Boys anguizh due to this “cont “family’” and *'home’” is
know tﬁaf ":h'ange”, Home: sistency’” approach... we  awry. oL 5
new ideas of 3 concrate Many children in the preach bul dew’i prac. -':1 fum 3'“15 Di?h?‘;:;ﬂ’.“‘
nature - andd . radicalism  <are of the Children’'s Dee. ﬂ-E yt:fadgf;g; :'Jdunls ﬁ
frighten many who Aid Societies come to ﬁdﬂfli_lﬂﬂ ist lﬂ;;ﬁﬂ a ru.s:;! ntx‘:nda;pat-
would rather keép things  belicye. that their 1ol in hope fos m;:ﬂllft : “’: i p:lt:iids Aoty 1s
as they.iire, even though Jife is to be shifted from “;’hﬂ- being hurt so ll?ﬂm 2 o . 0
this may mean accom- - home to home. At eight, times by so many, m‘:‘; # warm and secare it
Plishinf Tittle, Yei, theo “nine and ten, many Lhﬂ\' they “J‘ust aren ];Ie 1tda. ga,n?,ba g‘mu}lzm]
public  must alwayé  children have already N-I-"-‘flﬁﬂbla Bﬁfmﬂl‘fo hle?l s,:lt club, a gﬁm
maintain s right tc . come lo the conciusion Why did they r?ﬂ“ﬁ ]an L@ assrlql:pnm.

speak out, fo voice opin-  thatthey have no right to  become t‘:m way ST a :li; he 4;1} hilmnﬂne E]I{'1 leu:la
lons and ideas, regard- warmth, love and the m;ibﬁpm“"i?e m-gm; » : an i
et ﬂf UPPGSIUD.E.' TI:I.C mlﬂdge that thef e homes; but their VEIY uwrefsl. A home means
- e fnllnme SI]RR.'E_st_“EI_Ig_ M;n P phi]ﬂsuph}f I‘IEEﬂ.t.EE pet- the“same”nddress, the
wards n? tﬁc Children's MMAaNCOCY, CDDSiStEIlCY- ““same’" - people  for
AW Societies feel doom- Group homes are : nter-  whom you care and by
ed to be shunted back esting and in" in & whom you are cared for.
and forth from one foster professional way, but, A home is also & place
home to the next until rwn by 5hiFt_ profession-  where your “day-moth-
the desperate day they dls, they Wl_ll never Bt e doesn't Eﬂa\a:(: at 4

turn eighteen, homes. Social workers pm, because Wer **shift
Many of these child- are caring people for the 15 over. A family  also
ren, because of this most pari, yei the very means buying and mak-
created feeling of rejec- foundation of this philo- ing presenis for  the
tien, insecurity and wor- sophy and ils practice. 'same pseudo-parents
thlessness, become dis- negates the possibility of  throughout your child-
rouraged and some, ev- - consistency (due to job  hood, rather than a ser-
en desperate. demands, case loads, ies of pyeudo-parems
They sadly succumb to  moves to other agencies wvou never reaily have




enaugh time tolearn to
trust or to love,

It just may be time to
realize  that we  can't
provide total scrviee 1o
all children, even though
it would be best if we
could. Camus once said:
Tt is impossible to total-
Iy eradicate that which
makes children suffer,
but much can be dons 1o
alleviste - suffering in
children. "'

Just mavbe, herc in
Sudbury, where imnova-
tion is the key o onr
growth, we can provide 2
peranent home for 40
childrcn. It could be a
place where a group of
children counld finally get
a teste of a real home.
This groap of children of
varicd ages could disco-
ver the happiness in
parlicipation and ce-op-
eration, not h an expen-
sive “'therapewtic pro-
gram’’ but in a more
normal type of living
situation (except, bigger
in size),

Childrett need  winch
less of behaviour midif-
ied functioning and more
of normalizing environm-
mrents - where they o
appreciate the OK -as-
pects of langhing and
crying and eating aod
sleeping and playing und
fighting and loving -
without the hovering ov-
er-protection of a society
which tteats them as
castoffs, pityful orchins
or available guinea pigs.

1 know, I know, 1
know! The Barpcroft
Drive Boys' Home i=
siuch 2 HUGE buoilding)
How can thiz be a family
environment) it feels likc
an institution (that ghas-
tfly word) An otphan-
age! How hortible, how
degrading!

The physical appear-
ance, richness, poverty,
and cleanliness of 4
home have [Lle to do
with the feelings.
warmth and security it
provides. If 2 home is
run on basie roles and
-modes of conduct, pard-
‘cipation and co-DpeTa-

tion, its size has @
significance.
Ask any nt

ward of the Children's
Add Society who has no
hope of being adopied oc
being retucned to his
natural home environ:
ment, if he had the
choice, would he prefer
being shunted back and

forth between a series of

fosier homes until ihe
age of 18 or would he
prefer for the nest of his
chlldbord o be given @
anant . home, with

the security and warmth
of the same person 10
oare for him?

T doubt we need de-
bhate the answer...

Fear of institubons is
our fear, not the child’s.
_Institutional regulations,
activities, pregrams and
theraprutic milieus ate
of opr making and
chuice, not the child's. A
building does not ao
jnstitution make.

Another argument
which has been thrown
al the from tme to tme

15 the following: Whao, in

his/ her right mind would
undertake such & heary
and ridiculons vocation?
Surprisingly, enoungh,
this. very vocation Is
being nndertaken in ma-
ny coupiries (not North
America - where uch a
voational choice is view-
ed as nenrotic, ta say.the
least]. The comcept is
that of the 5.0.5. Child-
ten’s Villages where a
child no longer feats @
life of constant rejection
gince he is given a
permaneat home.

The -idea that a child
without & home should
be given u permanent
substitute home has
made little if any head-
way in this country. We
scen to be too invalved
with the excitement crea-
ted by the intricacies of
problematic situations i
the soap opeta world of
pur charges than in
their temporal aod
emotional wellbeing as
individual human be-
ings.

Matarally, this sugges-
tion: may not be (he
sought after “'suitablc™
answer to the question:
“What do we do with
that big groy elephant?"’

Y&, in thiz, the latter
parl of the Year of the
Child, 1 am zaddened 1o
think that there are still
children in this rich
coumtty who can say with
despair that they have no
home and that, though
they may be well clothed
and spoiled with material
thiogs, they cannel say,
with certainty or secur-
ity, ‘thar they have a
tome which will cherish
thew and help them
grow to adolthood.

Can you imagine 2
Xmas dionet {of several
tarkeys) with 40 mouths
gmiling, talking, laugh-
ing, caling, singmg
knowing that they will
not be suddenly moved
off “to  another place,
knowing that they are
just as good as anybody,
knowing that there just
has o be a Santa Claus.

Bernard A, Poulin
Sudbury




	Letter-1.pdf (p.1)
	Letter-2.pdf (p.2)

