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New cartoon book stars our own Mig!

MiG..

Mig has made it] The
characier who ficst ap-
|peared in Northern Life-
| style om March 14, 1979,
is now a star, The star of
an Bb-cartoon book. li's a
first for Mig's creator,
Bernie Poulin, and & first
for Laorentian Publish-

ing.
Mig Is the young fel-
low with the perceptive
punchline, Exploring the
adull-child  relationship
is what Mig is all about,
says Poulin. ''Mig has
always been a political
thing with me.”
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85 CARTOONS BY BERNARD POULINIFOREWORD BY MICHAEL ATKINS

the essential pature of
cuildren was conceived
about six years ago. He
began observing child-
ren’s mannerisms and
recotding the things they
would often blurt out.
These one-liners”” are
essentially what Mig is
based on.

Pouilin is comstantly on
the look-out for things
children say that strike a
responsive cord. It is
now to the point whers
friends, relatives and
readers will supply him
with much of his mater-
ial. Poulin also has a
home-grown source in
his two children, Elaine,
11, and Yalerie, 3. Addi-
tionally, Poulin stll con-
tinues to observe people.
He likes o gu to the
Shopping Centre just so
he can observe the inter-
action between parcnts
and children,

[ Mig"asks™ parents fo
| take & look at themselves
and honestly appraise
hew  they are raising
their children. Poulin
believes that "“laughing
it our own inadequacies
18 adults is the first slep
| towards beiter communi-
cation with-children.'" Of
course, Mig is algo aim-
| ed at youngsiers who can
identify with what the
CArtoon 5ays.
Mig oftcn hits a raw
| nerve in some parents.
Poulin recently received
a letrer from a reader
who felt that a recent
Mig constituted an at-
tack om fatherhood. Such
|'a response pleases Pou-
lin. ""That's like a pat on

the back to me," he said.

Mig s based oo a
youngster named Miguel
who Poulin met while
employed by the Qitawa
Board of Education. Poo-
lin, who worked with
children who had learn-
ing dixabilities, recalls
Miguel as a kid “who
seemed to have the
world by the tail.”” He
seemed totally happy.
“He didn't fit our pat-
tern of being an ordin-
ary, every day kid,"" eaid
Poulin.

The 35-}"&31‘-1}11'1 Poulin
recalls how he laid the
groundwork Tor his car-
toon. The idea of using a
cartoon to  get actoss
what Poulin hoped was

Poulin  enjoys  doing
Mig because he finds it
relaxing. Poulin, you
see, is 4 foll-time artist
and: Mig rcpresénts a
welcome addition to his
ropting, He feels the
release of his first book is
nieworthy becanse it is
an indication of the type
of support that a working
artist can receive. It
eértainly 1sn't bad for a
man who has had no
formal trainiog i art but
still makes a living as an
artist,

One man Poolin cred-
its with the directions his
life has taken is Milton
Shaffer who owned an
Ottawa Men's Wear
store where he worked as

A cleck after leaving
i home when he was 15,



“He was likc a father ta
me,"" gaid Poulin, “‘He
encouraged me, he moti-
vated me" Poulin re-
members being told by
Shaffer that he was
meanl to be more than
just a clerk in a store,
"“"He encouraged me to
golo teacher's college, ™
taid Poulin. Shaffer even
fired Poulin so that he
would take that route.
See Page 19
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Get your very own
AUTOGRAPHED
BOOK OF MIG
CARTOONS

MIG'S ARTIST,

Bemard Poulin will

be having auto- |

graph sessions at

NEW SUDEBURY
SHOPPING

CENTRE

Coles Book Store
Nov. 28,

11am to 3pm

... Miguel

From Page 18
Despite fecling resentful
about being fired, Poulin
said he i3 now 50 grateful
that he even scnds Shaf-
fer presents on special
OLCaSHINS,

Poulin and his’ wife,

Marie-Paul, came o

Sudbury in late 1978. He
loves it bere and scoffs at
people who say Sudbury
has no culture. *‘Most
people who knock Sud-
bury have never been to
Sudbary,”” he said, As a
working artist he fnds
that Sudbury has almost
i% fmany convenicnces as
a large l.‘.itli.r. “Three-
quarters of the reproduc-
tions that have been
made of my prints have
been made i Sudbury."’

Returning to his philo-
sophy om  child-parent
relations, Poulin noted
that children “‘are not
naive and are not inno-
cent like we think they
are. They know what's
going on.”” Children like
to be told right up fromt
about  something and
they dislike il if a parent
“*bests  arcund the
bush, "

Poulin is opposed to
the system of punigh-
ments and rewards many
parents use on their
children because both let
the child know who's

dominant. ““We haven’t
reached a level of co-
operation with our kids
yet," he says. That
involves making children
cealize the *'consequen-
ces for what they do."
Hec believes parents
should fully explain their
reasons for an action and

*mof treat the child as if he

is woworthy of consulta-
tion or incapable of up-
derstanding.

Children are humans
ton, says Poulin. They
deserve 10 be accorded
the same respect onc
would give a fellow ad-
ult. *Children should be
an imiegral part of the
family rather than just
tenants under the roof of!
the parents. '’

Mig is the vehicle for
getting his philasophy
across. While other car-
toonists such as Lynn
Johnson use humour 1o
impart their message,
Poulin says Mig tends to
be “more direct, more
stinging.'" He has to be
that way because ‘‘that’s
the way reality js."

Mig is on the books at
Epic Book Store in the
City Centre on Saturday,
Now. 14 from 11 am to 3
pm. The following Satur-
day he'll be ar the Cedar
Gift Shop in the South-
tidge Mall from 11 am io
3 pm. On November 28,
he'll be at Coles Book-
stote in the New Sudbury
Shopping Centre, alen
from 11 am to 3 pm. Free
Mig balloons will be
available,
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