Organizing Your Artwork: DO IT!

Bernard Poulin ¢ Vice President Emeritus

rchiving is a classic word which simply means

“for gawds-sake get organized and manage

your stuff!” Trust me! Waiting to do this after
you've been creating for awhile can be a pain.
Amateurs, professionals, and everyone in between
who produces artworks need to archive. Once
organized, it takes 5 minutes max to “click” the
information into being—thus identifying and forever
locating (throughout their whole existence) our
completed masterpieces.

What is “provenance”?

Being able to archive to the satisfaction of auction
houses and experts is called providing “provenance”
—a MUST in the art world. Provenance is “the history”
of an art piece. It's knowing what road our creations
have travelled once they have left the safety of our
studio spaces. It's what proves our stuff isn’t fake.

After nearly 50 years of painting and drawing, I have
finally found the perfect archiving software. For more
than 20 years it’s actually been in my studio...right
under my nose (not unusual!). The most ironic part
of this story is that the best archiving software to be

found (as far as I am concerned) has never promoted
itself as such.

But aren’t there already proprietary archiving apps
around? Absolutely. Lots! Some cost thousands of
dollars with added monthly fees and online ads that
rival Ralph Lauren and Gucci. Some cost $59, some
$129. Some are downloads to your computer. Some
are in the cloud. Most give you some of what you pay
for. And many give you less. I've tried, tested and
researched several of them and, in the end, I have
never really been satisfied.

Why am I not? For one simple reason. None of these
specialized archiving apps directly connect to the
most important part of what we already have: our
day to day email and contact software, like Outlook,
Thunderbird, Mail Spring, etc.

In other words, if we want to make the best use of
our spanking new, state of the art (no pun intended)
archiving software, must we create its own name,
address, and email lists? And this, over and above the
one we already have and use to send out emails and
connect with friends and family...Really? A second
list of names, addresses and emails is needed to use
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Figure 1 “Contact” page
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