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New eatery
in town

Beluga Bar aims to set
a top-notch standard for
seafood

Security

stepped up as

popular cities
remain on

terror alert
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A visitor here since

the 1960s,

Canadian

painter Bernard
Poulin’s work 1s
admired by the
Royal Family — and
some well-known
Bermudians

Royal honour: Bernard Poulin's portrait of former Canadian Prime
Minister Jean Chrétien, which now hangs in Windsor Castle.

By Jessie Moniz

A Canadian painter who has
visited Bermuda for more than
40 years has been left “blushing”
after one of his portraits was se-
lected to hang at Windsor Castle.

Bernard Poulin, who lives in
Ottawa, Canada, was recently
selected to sketch a portrait of
former Canadian Prime Minister
Jean Chrétien, after he was glv-
en the prestigious Order of Merit
by the Queen in July 20089,

“The Order of Merit is the
highest award you can receive
from her because it is personal,”
said Mr. Poulin.

The Order was founded in
1902 on the coronation of King
Edward V11 to give special recog-
nition to those who had rendered
exceptional service to the Crown
or towards the advancement of
the arts, learning, literature and
science.

It i8 restricted to 24 members,
with a small number of addition-
al foreign recipients.

"Albert Sehweitzer, Mother
Teresa and Nelson Mandela, are
among people to receive the Or-
der of Merit.

The award includes a special
portrait to hang at Windsor Cas-
tle. The portraits are all head
and shoulders done in pencil. [t
18 traditional for the portraits to
be not only signed by the artist,
but also by the subject.

There are many prestigious
artists in the Order of Merit por-
trait collection including John
Singer Sargent, Bryan Organ,
Emma Sergeant, Carel Weight,
Daphne Todd, John Wonnacott
and Lucian Freud, among oth-
ers.

“I'd love to be able to see the
collection,” said Mr. Poulin. “I can
only blush that | am hanging
with the likes of John Singer
Sargent and Lucian Freud.

“It 1s humbling to sit back and
think | am in the same room as
lhEBE-gll}':i. | am a hero worship-
per. I love to admire great people
who accomplished things that
they have worked hard for”

Mr. Poulin first met Mr. Chré-
tien through his wife, Senator
Marie Poulin. He has prgﬁouﬂy
done a painting of Mr. Chrétien,
to hang at his alma mater.

“After he was selected for the
Order of Merit he was told that

The Royal Gazelle
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‘Blush’ with fame: Self-portrait of Canadian artist Bernard f

since he i8 Canadian, he should

get a Canadian artist to do his
> he asked me.

ou are selected to do a

r people who have re-

1onour, you do not

it is finished, t
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places that he likes to paint over

and over again. '

“l have 15 paintings of the
Granaway Garden in Warwick. |
paint it for the sheer pleasure of
-it. Sometimes it is really over
grown and other times it is beau-
tifully manicured but there is al-

- ways something to paint.

“Although I have been going

to Bermuda for 40 odd years
‘there are still places I haven't

seen. There are still wondrous
places to paint. There is always

new to discover.”

scapes, he has also painted
portraits of many import
Bermudians including fore
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of Assembly,

Bluck. Some of his B
portraits hang at City

at the House
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Premier Dame Jennifor Smith
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